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Gongduk language 


■v^ 

Gongduk or Gongdu (Tibetan: , Wylie : Dgong-'dus, it 

is also known as Gongdubikha'^^^) is an endangered Sino-Tibetan 
language spoken by about 1,000 people in a few inaccessible 
villages located near the Kuri Chhu river in the Gongdue Gewog of 
Mongar District in eastern Bhutan. The names of the villages are 
Bala, Dagsa, Damkhar, Pam, Pangthang, and Yangbari ( Ethnologue) . 

Gongduk has complex verbal morphology, which Ethnologue 
considers a retention from Proto-Tibeto-Burman,^^] and is lexically 
highly divergent.On this basis, it is apparently not part of any 
major subgroup and will probably have to be assigned to its own 
branch, 

The people are said to have come from hunters that would move 
from place to place at times. 

Gurrently, George van Driem is working towards the completion of a 
description of Gongduk based on his work with native speakers in 
the Gongduk area.^^^ 
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Classification 


George van Driem (2001:870)^^^ proposes that the Greater Bumthang (East Bodish) languages, including 
Bumthang , Khengkha, and Kurtbp , may have a Gongduk substratum. Gongduk itself may also have a non- 
Tibeto-Burman substrate. 























Gerber (2018)^®] notes that Gongduk has had extensive contact with Black Mountain Monpa before the 
arrival of East Bodish languages in Bhutan. Gongduk also has many Tshangla loanwords. The following 
comparative vocabulary table from Gerber (2018: 13-16) compares Gongduk, Black Mountain Monpa, and 
Bjokapakha, which is a divergent Tshangla variety. 



Gloss 

Gongduk 

Black Mountain Monpa 

Bjokapakha 

hair (on head) 

0Ym 

gulug 

tsham 

tongue 

d9li 

’li: 

li 

eye 

mik 

mek ~ mik 

mig 

ear 

narar) 

naktag 

nabali 

tooth 

Yn 

'a: ~ wa: 

sha 

bone 

rukYr) 

hYtphok ~ ydphok 

khag- 

blood 

wini? 

kak 

yi 

hand/arm 

gur 

lYk ~ lok 

gadag 

leg/foot 

bidY? 

dYkpeg ~ tekeg 

bitig 

faeces 

ki 

cok 

khi 

water 

dYgli 

cd, khe 

ri 

rain 

WY 

ghd 

gamtsu 

dog 

oki 

cula ~ khula 

khu 

pig 

don 

pak 

phakpa 

fish 

kur)W9 

nye 

ga 

louse 

dYr 

0ae:k 

shig 

bear 

bekp9l9 

wYm ~ worn 

omsha 

son 

leda 

bae0a: 

za 

house 

kir) 

mhi:,.~ mhe: 

phai 

fire 

mi 

'a: mik ~ ’a: mit 

mi 

to hear 

l9 yu- 

go:- 

nai tha 

to see 

tYg- 

tug- 

thog- 

to look 

mal- ~ mYt- 

mak- 

gotto 

to sit 

mi- ~ mu- 

bug- ~ baeg- 

lag- 

to die 

kom0- 

0£~ 0£?- 

shi- 

to kill 

tYt- 

0ut- ~ 0ut- ~ 0it- 

she- 

Isg pronoun 

S9 

kd 

jag 

2sg pronoun 

gi 

i0 

nan 

3sg pronoun 

gon 

ho?ma (mas.); ho?met (fern.) 

dan 

Ipl pronoun 

6ig 

agdat (incl.); anak (excl.) 

ai 

2pl pronoun 

gi0 

ignak 

nai 

3pl pronoun 

gonma 

ho?og 

dai 


Grammar 




Morphology 

Gongduk has productive suffixal morphology (van Driem 2014) 

<-m 0 ’t"> ‘plural suffix in human nouns’ 

Examples: 

■ olo ’ r|m0 ’ t" ‘children’ < olo ’ k ‘child’ + -m0 ’ t" 

■ r)idvm0’t" ‘people’ < rjidv ‘person’ + -mo’t" 

■ aro ’ r)m0 ’ t" ‘friends’ < aro ’ k ‘friend’ + -mo ’ t" 


However, non-human plural nouns do not take on any suffixes, and remain the same 

■ kurto ‘horse, horses’ 

■ koitY ‘bird, birds’ 

■ kin ‘house, houses’ 

<-e ~ -de ~ -0e> ‘ergative and possessive suffix’ 

Examples: 

■ bY?lYp 0 -e ‘the people of By?Iy [ergative]’ 

■ chognon-Qe me ‘the seed of the maize’ 

■ nor- 0 e tah ‘meat of the cow [beef]’ 

■ rek-0e rukYr) ‘head bone [skull]’ 

■ aro?k-te- 0 e ‘the friend [ergative]’ 

■ 0p drokpo-e ‘Ap Drakpa [ergative]’ 

■ 0 ok- 0 e 0k0m ‘egg of offering (sacrificial egg)’ 

■ lei-ti- 3 e ju?m0 ‘after one month’ 

<-gi> ‘ablative suffix’ 

Examples: 

■ Qig gogdu?-gi ana ‘We are from Gongduk’ 

■ nikk0l0g-gi ‘by way of the stairs’ 

■ d 0 k 00 -gi ‘from Daksa’ 

■ kidu-gi ‘as a kidu [government gift]’ 

■ bY?lY-gi ‘from By?Iy’ 

■ degkole wvg-gi ‘from Dengkale Dale’ 

■ do?mog-gi ‘from "Black Roof" village’ 

■ phajog pam-gi ‘from Phajong Pam’ 

<-gu ~ -go ~ -ku ~-ko> ‘dative / locative suffix’ 





Examples: 


■ g0r0n-go‘to whom’ 

■ ohar) du?-gu ‘in that village’ 

■ rek-ko ‘to [his] head’ 

■ 30 -go ‘to me’ 

■ j0-go ‘to India’ 

■ gaog-go ‘whereto, where precisely’ 

■ p0kp0k-ko ‘at times, sometimes’ 

■ thimphu-gu ‘to Thimphu’ 

Demonstratives 

Gongduk demonstratives precede head nounsJ®^ 

ohar] ‘that (demonstrative)’ 

Examples: 

■ ohar) r)idY ‘that person’ 

■ ohar) koi) ‘that tree’ 

■ ohar) du?gu ‘in that village’ 


Personal pronouns 


Gongduk has the following personal pronoun paradigm 



singular 

(absolutive) 

singular 
(ergative & 
genitive) 

plural 

(absolutive) 

plural (ergative dual 

& genitive) (absolutive) 

dual 

(ergative & 
genitive) 

first 

person 

Sa 

Se 

6ir] 

6ig, 6ig gagpoe 



second 

person 

gi 

gi 

gig 

gig, gig gagpoe 



third 

person 

gon 

gonSe 

gonma 

gonmae, gonma 
gagpoe 



inclusive 





i9i, iGirag 
gagpo 

dei, dei 
gagpoe 


van Driem (2014) compares the Gongduk first person singular personal pronoun d9 'I, me' to Kathmandu 
Newar d^i: ~ d^i- 'I, me' and Tshangla d^arj ~ d^i- ~ d^ir}- 'I, me'. He also compares the Gongduk first 
person plural personal pronoun dir} 'we, us' to Kathmandu Newar d^ ^ai ~ d^ ^T- 'we, us'. 

Vocabulary 


[9] 


The Gongduk words and phrases below are from van Driem (2014). 






Basic vocabulary 

■ rek ‘head’ 

■ rukvn ‘bone’ 

■ 0 r) ‘language, mouth’ 

■ dYgli ‘water’ 

■ WY ‘rain’ 

■ yar ‘cliff’ 

■ dY ‘salt’ 

■ Yn ‘tooth’ 

■ kog ‘tree’ 

■ dig ‘wood’ 

■ me ‘seed’ 

Numerals 

■ ti‘r 

■ niktsB ‘2’ 

■ tow 0 ‘3’ 

■ diy 0 , piy 0 ‘4’ 

■ g0W0 ‘5’ 

■ qukp 0 ‘6’ 

■ 3ukp0 ‘7’ 

■ yitp 0 , hetp 0 ‘8’ 

Interrogative pronouns 

■ g 0 r 0 g ‘who’ 

■ goroe ‘whose’ 

■ 00 po ‘what’ 

■ ko ‘when’ 

■ gaog ‘where, whither’ 

■ q 0 ti ‘how much, how many’ 

References 


■ dola ‘cooked Setaria or 
rice’ 

■ chognon ‘maize’ 

■ YWY ‘banana’ 

■ tah ‘meat’ 

■ W 0 r 0 ‘highland paddy, 
ghaiya’ 

■ khorog ‘cooked Panicum 
or maize’ 

■ don ‘pig’ 

■ nor ‘cow’ 

■ kurt 0 ‘horse’ 


koitY ‘bird’ 

0 k 0 m ‘egg’ 

j 0 ‘day (24-hour period)’ 

lei ‘month’ 

olo?k ‘child’ 

gidY ‘person’ 

aro?k ‘friend’ 

du? ‘village’ 

kig ‘house’ 

nikk 0 l 0 g ‘stairs’ 

0ok ‘offering’ 
gogdu? ‘Gongduk’ 


■ GUW0 ‘9’ 

■ dey 0 ‘10’ 

■ de 00 ti ‘11’ 

■ de 00 nikts 0 ‘12’ 

■ de00tow0 ‘13’ 

■ khoe ‘score (20)’ 

■ kh 0 e g 0 W 0 ‘five score, i.e. one hundred’ 


■ gainog ‘which, whence’ 

■ qotigu ‘at what time’ 

■ 00U, 00udi ‘why, how come’ 

■ gora, gorapom ‘how, in which way’ 

■ ohag ‘that (demonstrative)’ 
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